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Who or What Can Make Technology?





There must always be a need to improve technology in order for any object to be considered technology. Think about when the first airplane was constructed.  The Wright Brothers are known for designing, constructing and testing the first airplane.  What does airplanes look like today?  How has it changed?  


If you look at the timeline of any product you can trace it back to the origin of when it was first created.  In order to satisfy the question of whom or what can make technology, you must first understand that with technology there is always a need to improve it.





Humans make technology but what about animals.  A beaver makes a damn and people make damns so why cannot animals make technology.  In order to answer the question, you must first ask yourself this question, “will beavers go out and make the damn better”.  The answer should be “No”.  Beavers will not create a better damn.  It will not make it out of a new material.  It will not create a new design.  Once the beaver stops the water using sticks and mud and the water stops it will not try to improve on its design.  Humans will always create and improve on the technological ideas and products and therefore; the only creatures on this earth that can make technology are humans.





Evolution of Technology


At first, technology changed very slowly but later it began to change very rapidly as the peoples needs expanded.  When technology evolves it means that it has grown or changed.  Once an idea or product is invented, people can create innovative ways to make enhancements and improvements to the product.  If you look at the timeline of any product or idea then you can visualize how the product has improved over time. Let’s look at the day the airplane was invented.  Orville and Wilbur Wright invented the first airplane in 1904 and as soon as it was invented the innovation process began.  Now, airplanes look much different from when it began.  Airplanes are faster, bigger and more efficient and in the future they may look very different.  











Invention vs. Innovation





A technological device that is new is called an invention but if we take a device and make it better we call it innovation.  Innovation is when we take an existing device and make it better.  There is always a need to make things better and easier in the world that we live.  There are no boundaries in what we can create.


Consider the alarm clock that was invented to wake us up to meet our daily obligations.  Now, we are able to reflect light on the ceiling and show the time so we don’t even have to reach over to see it.  Then, we take the same device and make it voice activated so we do not even need to shut it off with our hands.





History of Technology





Technology has been around for millions of years.  Think about when the wheel was first invented.  We do not know who invented it and we can only guess when it was invented.  Some archeologists and historians believe that the wheel was invented around 5500 to 3000 BC.  We do know what wheels look like today and we can prepare a timeline to show the innovative process of the wheel over time.  Technology is changing at an ever increasing pace and how we manage these changes depends on us.  Technology has advantages but it also has consequences.  We must balance the need to create technology with the need to limit the consequences of creating the technology that affects our lives.








Positive and Negative Factors





We focus on the positive aspects of technology but rarely consider the consequences of creating technology.  Think about the automobile that was created to get us from one place to another safely and efficiently.  Now think about the consequences of the carbon monoxide that is exhausted from these vehicles.  When you create technology you must always consider the consequences and determine if the advantages outweigh the negative affects of creating it.
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What is Technology?





Technology for all Americans project defines technology as the processes and knowledge that people use to extend human abilities and to satisfy human needs and wants.  In order for an object to be considered technology, it must have specific characteristics.





The three characteristics of Technology are:





Must be made by humans.


There must be a need to improve it.


It must satisfy human wants and needs.





Technology has been around for years. People use technology to solve problems and satisfy human wants and needs.  For example, we must get up each day to meet our obligations however; if we over sleep we will be considered irresponsible.  Therefore, a device was invented to tell time and make a loud noise to wake us up.  We call this device an alarm clock.  There was a need and we satisfied that need by inventing technology.  The device was made by humans and there has always been a need to improve it.


People create technology to solve problems and make it possible to do new things.
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NOW
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THEN
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IN THE FUTURE
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Solving Problems Using a Process





Before a product or idea is solved you must know what the problem is.  The problem must be identified and stated clearly before you can continue with the process.  By carefully identifying the problem, the solution can be identified.  The process of solving problems is called the problem solving process.   The following steps must be followed:





State the problem clearly.


Collect Information.


Develop possible solutions.


Select the best solution.


Implement the solution.


Evaluate the solution.








